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Western Hemisphere by offering American media-
tion in the disputes of sister countries. When
he first took office in 1881, the prolonged and
bitter war existing between Chili, Bolivia, and Peru
for the control of the nitrate fields which lay just
where the territories of the three abutted, pro-
vided a convenient opportunity. If he could re-
store peace on an equitable basis here, he would do
much to establish the prestige of the United States
as a wise and disinterested counselor in Spanish
American affairs. In this his first diplomatic un-
dertaking, there appeared, however, one of the
weaknesses of execution which constantly inter-
fered with the success of his plans. He did not
know how to sacrifice politics to statesmanship,
and he appointed as his agents men so incompe-
tent that they aggravated rather than settled the
difficulty. Later he saw his mistake and made
a new and admirable appointment in the case
of Mr. William H. Trescot of South Carolina.
Blaine himself, however, lost office before new
results could be obtained; and Frelinghuysen
recalled Trescot and abandoned the attempt to
force peace.

A second object of Blame's policy was to prevent
disputes between Latin American and European